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Education  for  the 
People 

^OMMUNISTS  AIM  AT  EQUALITY  OF  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  ALL 

in  an  educational  system  that  covers  kindergarten,  school, 
university  and  other  forms  of  adult  education.  We  recognise 
that  a  high  general  standard  of  education  is  the  only  secure 
foundation  for  the  economic,  social,  moral  and  cultural  well¬ 
being  of  our  country.  Therefore  we  regard  the  fight  for  an 
improved  educational  system  as  a  living  part  of  the  struggle 
for  democracy. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  Communist  Party  welcomes 
the  Education  Act  which  became  law  last  year.  In  itself 
it  is  a  big  step  forward,  but,  as  Mr.  Butler,  the  Minister  for 
Education,  has  pointed  out,  “  Legislation  can  do  little  more 
than  prepare  the  way  for  reform.”  The  fight  to  ensure  that 
the  reforms  embodied  in  this  Act  are  actually  put  into  practice 
is  the  urgent  responsibility  of  us  all,  whether  as  citizen^  parents 
or  teachers. 

The  Education  Act  provides  for  raising  the  school-leaving 
age  to  15  in  1946  and  “  as  soon  Nursery 
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schools  are  to  be  opened  wherever  the  Ministry  of  Education 
considers  them  to  be  necessary.  Local  Education  Authorities 
must  provide  primary  and  secondary  schools,  and  all  schools 
in  one  district  must  be  administered  by  one  Authority  under 
one  set  of  regulations.  Scholarships  for  secondary  schools 
are  to  be  abolished,  and  all  children  will  automatically  go 
from  the  primary  school  to  one  of  three  types  of  secondary 
school.  At  a  later  date,  County  Colleges  are  to  be  established, 
at  which  young  workers  can  continue  their  education  during 
working  hours  without  loss  of  pay.  Improvements  are  also 
to  be  made  in  medical  care,  the  supply  of  boots  and  clothing, 
school  meals  and  milk. 

These  proposals  are  the  more  important  of  many  which 
are  made  in  the  Education  Act.  The  Communist  Party  will 
endeavour  to  see  that  they  are  actually  carried  out  in  practice, 
and  not  abandoned  as  was  the  case  after  the  last  war  with  the 
progressive  “  Fisher  Education  Act.” 

At  the  same  time,  there  are  a  number  of  practical  steps 
which  can  be  taken  to  improve  on  what  is  proposed  in  the 
Act. 

We  must  aim  to  give  all  children  the  same  opportunities 
and  the  best  possible  education.  While  the  Act  is  a  step  in  this 
direction  and  is  an  improvement  on  the  present  state  of  affairs. 


this  aim  can  be  better  realised  if  all  schools,  were  brought 
entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Local  Education  Authorities, 
who  are  responsible  to  the  local  electorate.  There  should  be 
no  private  control  of  education.  Instead  of  the  three  types  of 
secondary  school  proposed  in  the  Act,  there  should  be  only  one, 
at  which  a  good  all-round  education  can  be  given  as  well  as 
specialised  teaching. 

The  school-leaving  age  should  be  raised  to  15  in  1946  and 
to  16  in  1948,  and  maintenance  grants  should  be  paid  to 
parents  or  guardians  where  there  is  need. 

Fees  should  be  abolished  in  all  schools  aided  by  public 
funds.  Public  schools  should  be  brought  into  the  State  system, 
and  entrance  to  Universities  should  be  open  to  all  who  show 
ability,  irrespective  of  family  income.  Immediate  steps  must 
be  taken  to  begin  the  training  of  10,000  additional  teachers  a 
year  who  will  be  required.  Women  teachers  should  be  paid  the 
same  rate  as  men. 

If  you  wish  to  know  more  about  other  questions  of 
Communist  Policy,  advice  on  reading  material, 
or  details  of  membership,  write  to  : — 

COMMUNIST  PAKTY,  PROPAGANDA  DEPARTMENT, 

16,  King  Street,  London,  W.C.2  (Tern.  Bar  2151) 
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